
STATUS REPORT ON ADVANCE SKILLS TRAINING OF MALAYSIAN FARRIERS 
AT SOUTH WEST INSTITUTE OF TAFE ς GLENORMISTON CAMPUS, 
GLENORMISTON, VIC ς 4TH FEBRUARY ς 26TH  FEBRUARY 2010 
 
Preliminary 
 
Malek Jeremiah left for Melbourne 26th January 2010 and upon arrival on 
27th he received news of the death Mr Rod Shepherd, a long time friend and 
supporter of the Malaysian Equine Industry. He attended his funeral which 
was held on the Gold Coast on 29th of January, together with other members 
of the racing fraternity from Malaysia and Singapore.   
 
Rod first came to Malaysia in 1994 and participate in the inaugural National 
Horse Show held at the STC Equestrian Centre. From that day on he never 
looked back and went on to establish a name for himself as a manufacturer, 
retailer for the horse industry. He must be credited for his pioneering 
activities, have ventured in feed manufacturing utilising rice bran as one of 
the ingredients. He was also involved in the manufacture of horse floats and 
walkers which brought name to the country as his products have been 
exported not only throughout the region and as far away as the middle-
eastern countries and the UK. His sponsorship of equestrians and equestrian 
events must be noted and recorded in the annals of the Malaysian Horse 
Industry. May His Soul Rest in Peace. 
 
3rd February 
 
Malek Jeremiah left for Glenormiston College of TAFE near Camperdown, to 
attend an establishment meeting with the Principal and Staff Members who 
would be involved in the delivery of the Training Modules. The Principal, Mr 
David Beard, thanked us for giving South West Institute TAFE the honour 
and opportunity to be involved with the training of our farriers and assured 
us that they would do the utmost to provide us with the best that the 
College had to offer. Briefly, the meeting discussed on the program outline; 
training and assessment time-table; accommodation; catering and transport 
facilities, including issues and concerns.   
 
The College Chef,  Darren Hemsley, assured uǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ΨIŀƭŀƭ 
CƻƻŘΩ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ aǳǎƭƛƳ ŦŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨHalal 
/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊȅ that will supply meats to the College. The 
College was not too concerned about the inability of some farriers to 



converse in English and were grateful that we had included En Ramadzan bin 
Abdullah who is a graduate in English Studies, as the translator. The College 
also agreed to provide a full range facilities to our farriers including use of 
the Library, Computer and games rooms; washing facilities and single rooms 
for each farrier. 
 
The Course Aim: 
 
Provide farriers with skills and competencies to enhance their ability to 
provide training and assessments services within our farriery industry, 
through provision of training in 7 Units of Competency from the Nationally 
Accredited Certificate IV in Training and Assessment. 
 
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) will be offered to all learners who are 
able to demonstrate prior skills and knowledge related to the training 
programme.  
 
Training Program 
 
Training will be done in 2 Blocks.  
 
Block 1 from 8 ς 12 February to cover the following: 
 

¶ Defining the Recognition of Current Competency Process (RCC)  

¶ Design and develop learning programs  

¶ Facilitate work-based learning  

¶ Ensure a healthy and safe learning environment 
 
 Block 2 from 22 ς 25 February to cover the following 
 

¶ Use Training Packages to meet client needs 

¶ Plan and organise assessment 

¶ Participate in assessment validation and Mentoring 
 
Workplace Training - 13th to 20th February  
 
Farriers will spend a week-ƭƻƴƎ Ψ²ƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
of Peter Strafford. The training will take them to various training 
establishments; attend race-day meetings and observe race-day farriery 
procedures; etc and to the Veterinary Hospital and Clinic of the University of 



Melbourne, in Werribee. This the highlight of the workplace training as the 
farriers be given instruction by the Senior Lecturer in Equine Medicine and 
Surgery, Dr Sally Church on causes of lameness; identification of hoof 
damage with morbid leg specimens and X-rays; practical dissection of the 
lower leg and discuss the importance of vet-farrier relationship. 

 
Resources 
 
SW institute of TAFE will provide all Hard Copy Workbooks and Training 
Material.   
 
ARRIVAL OF MALAYSIAN DELEGATION 
 
Chris Watson, Peter Strafford and Malek Jeremiah were at Melbourne 
Airport to welcome the delegation to Australia, which was to be their first to 
Australia, except for Zulfakar bin Mohd Derus, from DBKL. A couple of them 
had never travelled on a plane before. After a two-hour wait, the team were 
finally cleared by customs, undergoing stringent checks on their equipment 
and clothing.  
The boys spent their first two nights at Mantra Apartments in Melbourne 
CBD. They left the city on 7th for Glenormiston College and arrived at noon, 
after a four hour journey by road.  
 
Training commenced the very next day on 8th at the Centre for Education, 
under the tutelage of Chief Instructor Mr Rene Melis and Ann-Marie Carrol, 
both are industry qualified to deliver programmes under the Australian 
Qualification Training Framework (AQTF) Standards.  
 
The report will be update on 21st February. A diary of events will be 
submitted to all concerned on completion of the training programme.  
 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Dato Malek Jeremiah    Melbourne ς 16th February 2010 
Executive Secretary 
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Briefing of Farriers Prior to Departure Establishment Meeting with Staff of South West TAFE 
David Beard Principal and on his right is Chris 
Watson      

 

At the Arrival Hall Tullamarine Melbourne Having their first meal in Chinatown, Old Town Kopitiam 

 

Dinner at Swanston Street with Peter & Chris 

 

Leaving for Glenormiston on 7
th
 February 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Briefing by David Beard Principal Glenorminston on 

Campus Safety 

First Lecture by Rene Melis on the use of the 
Training Package ς 8

th
 Feb., 2010 

Frida emerging from the classroom with a heavy 

Load of learning material ς looking every bit like 

an undergraduate 

Beautiful Plums ready for the picking at the 

College Orchard - no need for the boys to buy 

fruits 

Moshi Pears just ripe for the picking 
 
 

Alex and Zulfakar helping themselves with their 

new found bounty 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CŀǊǊƛŜǊΩŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀǘ DƭŜƴƻǊƳƛǎǘƻƴ 
 

Beautiful Campus grounds 
 

Oak Trees planted more than 100 years ago lining the 

Driveway to the College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signing off their work tasks after practical 

teaching session 

 

CŀǊǊƛŜǊΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ {ŜŀǘŜŘ 

L to R: Zulfakar, Chris, Suzane, Rene, Ramadzan & 

Dato Malek, Standing L to R: Ramiz, Murti, 

Bobby, Peter, Chef Darren, Frida & Alex 

 

Having fun at Warrnambool with David Beard (centre) 

& Ann-Mare, on his right. Picture taken after having a 

hearty barbecue by the Lake. 


